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(54) High-speed turbo decoder 



(57) A high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR 
(Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR 
algorithm which makes approximation by ACS compu- 
tation (Add-Comp are-Select computation) includes a 
means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of 
gamma metrics as a section for performing at least one 
of alpha metric computation and beta metric computa- 



tion in the BCJR algorithm, an ACS computation means 
which is constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade 
connections and receives the plurality of pipelined ganv 
ma metrics, a means which receives a computation re- 
sult obtained by the ACS computation means and up- 
dates state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages), 
and a memory for storing state metrics for every K stag- 
es (Fig. 1) 
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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a turbo decoder and, more particularly, to a turbo decoder which can decrease 
a time lag, operate at high speed, and hardly deteriorates in characteristics. 

[0002] A new encoding method called turbo codes which can attain a decoding error rate near the Shannon limit has 
been proposed by Berrou et al. This method is disclosed in detail in "Prqc. IEEE International Conference on Commu- 
nication (ICC) - , May 1 993, pp. 1 064 - 1 070. 

[0003] A characteristic feature of this turbo code decoding is that a code with high decoding complexity is decom- 
posed into elements with low complexity, and the characteristics are sequentially improved by the interaction between 
the elements. As a decoder for decomposing a code into small elements, a MAP (MAximum Posteriori likelihood) 
decoder is used, which performs soft-input/soft-output decoding. Although the BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) 
algorithm is known as a technique for faithfully implementing this MAP decoding, this requires a large calculation 
amount. As a technique of reducing the calculation amount by approximation, an algorithm such as Max-LogMAP or 
SOVA is known. Max-LogMAP is designed to approximate the computation process in BCJR with a logarithmic domain 
SOVA is designed to obtain soft-input/soft-output data on the basis of the Viterbi algorithm. 

[0004] Although a characteristic feature of turbo code decoding is that a code with high decoding complexity is de- 
composed into elements with low complexity, and the characteristics are sequentially improved by the interaction be- 
tween the elements, it requires iterative operation, and hence it is difficult to realize high-speed operation 
[0005] To overcome this drawback, two types of methods may be used. First, in the method shown in Fig 15 a 
plurality of turbo decoders each capable of performing N iterations of decoding are made to operate concurrently while 
being switched by switches; an improvement in average processing throughput can be expected owing to the concurrent 
processing. As shown in Fig. 15, however, there is a time lag between input operation and output operation That is 
this method is not suited to communication demanding interactive operation. In addition, as shown in Fig 15 each 
turbo decoder requires a memory for iterative operation for soft decision data. The ratio of memory operation to overall 
25 processing is high, resulting in a large circuit size. 

[0006] Fig. 1 6 shows another method. In this method, a plurality of turbo decoders each capable of one iteration of 
decoding are cascaded to perform pipeline processing. In this case as well, there is a time lag between input operation 
and output operation, and hence this method Is not suited to communication demanding interactive operation As in 
the above case, each decoder requires a memory for exchanging soft decision information, resulting in a large circuit 
3° size. 

[0007] Although high-speed operation can be realized by using SOVA designed to perform approximation to obtain 
soft-input/soft-output data on the basis of the Viterbi algorithm, a deterioration in characteristics occurs due to the 
approximation. 

[0008] Services required in next-generation mobile communication systems are classified according to Qos (Quality 
of service). Time lag is an important factor in a class to which VoIP (Voice over IP) and teleconferences which demand 
high interactive performance belong. 

[0009] -The present invention has been made in consideration of the above situation in the prior art, and has as its 
first object to provide a high-speed turbo decoder having a strong error correction means which can be used for com- 
munication demanding high speed and interactive performance. That is, the present invention is designed to realize a 
high-speed turbo decoder having strong error correction performance without increasing a circuit size, e.g., an increase 
in the capacity of a memory for exchanging soft decision information caused by parallel processing. 
[0010] In orderto achieve the above object, according to a first main aspect of the present invention, there is provided 
a high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm which 
makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-S elect) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of alpha 
metric computation and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: means for supplying a plurality of pipelined 
stages of gamma metrics; ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which 
receives the plurality of pipelined gamma metrics; means for receiving a computation result obtained by the ACS 
computation means and thereby updating state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and means for storinq 
state metrics for every K stages. 

[0011] The state metric updating means in the first main aspect is of a sliding window type, and therefore update 
progress of each of state metrics is indicated in a window for every K stages. 

[0012] In orderto achieve the above object, according to a second main aspect, there is provided a high-speed turbo 
decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm whichmakes approximation 
by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of alpha metric computation 
and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma 
metrics; ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality 
of pipelined gamma metrics; means for receiving a computation result obtained by the ACS computation means and 
thereby updating state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and another ACS computation means constituted 
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of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives state metric updating results for every K stages and a 
plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics, wherein likelihood computation is performed on the basis of a compu- 
tation result obtained by each stage of the ACS computation means constituted by the cascade connections. 
[0013] In the second main aspect, computation results obtained by the respective stages of another ACS computation 

5 means which are constituted by a plurality of cascade connections and receive state metric updating results for every 
K stages and gamma metrics at the plurality of pipelined stages are computation results on state and gamma metrics 
used in another ACS computation, and likelihood computation is performed on the basis of the computation results. 
[001 4] In order to achieve the above object, according to a third main aspect of the present invention, there is provided 
a high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or. a BCJR algorithm which 

10 makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of alpha 
metric computation and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: means for receiving values of stored state 
metrics for every plurality of stages (K stages) as first inputs and thereby supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of 
gamma metrics; and ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives 
the plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics as second inputs, wherein likelihood computation is performed on 

is the basis of computation results at the respective stages of the ACS computation means constituted of the cascade 
connections. 

[0015] In order to achieve the above object, according to the fourth main aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm 
which makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising: 

20 

(a) a first section including, in order to perform at least one of alpha metric computation and beta metric computation 
in the BCJR algorithm: means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; ACS comput ation 

means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality of pipelined stages 
of gamma metrics; means for receiving computation results obtained by the ACS computation means and thereby 
25 updating state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and means for storing the state metrics for every plurality 

of stages, 

(b) a second section including, in order to perform the other one of alpha metric computation and beta metric 
computation in the BCJR algorithm: means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; ACS* 
computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality of 

30 pipelined stages of gamma metrics; means for receiving computation results obtained by the ACS computation 

means and thereby updating state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and another ACS computation * 
means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives state metric updating results for 
every K stages and the plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; wherein a computation result from each 
stage of another ACS computation means constituted of the cascade connections becomes a first input for likeli- 

35 hood computation; and 

(c) a third section including: means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; and still another 
ACS computation means constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives values of the 
stored state metrics for every K stages as first inputs and receives the plurality of pipelined stages of gamma 
metrics as second inputs; wherein a computation result from each stage of still another computation means con- 

40 stituted by the cascade connections becomes a second input for likelihood computation, 

thus the likelihood computation is performed while the first and second inputs for the likelihood computation 
are synchronized with each other by using delay means. 



[0016] In the high-speed turbo decoder according to the first main aspect, out of plural stages of computations by 
the ACS computation means constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections, computation at a first stage 
becomes addition, and a second and subsequent stages become computations each constructed by a trellis structure 
constituted of parallel components. 

[0017] In the high-speed turbo decoder according to the first main aspect, the means for updating the state metrics 
every plurality of stages (K stages) is adapted to receive ACS computation results, as first inputs, sent from all nodes 
indicating states before updating to the respective nodes indicating states after updating and receive computation 
results obtained by the ACS computation means, as second inputs, constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade 
connections, whereby ACS computation based on inputs corresponding to the number of nodes indicating states is 
performed. 

[0018] In the high-speed turbo decoder according to the second main aspect, out of plural stages of computations 
by the ACS computation means which receives the plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics, computation at a 
first stage becomes addition, and a second and subsequent stages become computations by the ACS computation 
means constructed by a trellis structure constituted of parallel components. 

[001 9] In the high-speed turbo decoder according to the second main aspect, the means for updating the state metrics 
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every plurality of stages (K stages) is adapted to receive computation results, as first inputs, sent from all nodes indi- 
cating states before updating to the respective nodes indicating states after updating and receive computation results 
as second inputs, obtained by the ACS computation means constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections' 
whereby ACS computation based on inputs corresponding to the number of nodes indicating states is performed 
[0020] The high-speed turbo decoder according to the first to fourth main aspects has the following secondary as- 
pects. 

[0021] A parallel or series concatenation encoding method is used as a turbo code encoding method. 

[0022] Further, in the ACS computation, correction values based on a Jacobian logarithm are added. 

[0023] As is clearly understood from the foregoing respective aspects, according to the present invention there is 

provided a high-speed turbo decoder which has a strong error correction ability with a short time lag, and is suited to 

Qos that requires services with high interactive performance. 

[0024] In addition, there is provided a high-speed turbo decoder which has a small memory required for iterative use 
of soft decision data and hence has a small circuit size. 

[0025] According to the present invention, there is provided a high-speed turbo decoder which can perform high- 
speed operation without using SOVA which makes approximation to obtain soft-inputfsoft-output data on the basis of 
the Vlterbi algorithm, and hence is almost free from a deterioration in characteristics due to approximation. 
[0026] If the Jacobian logarithm is applied to each ACS computation, since a computation equivalent to the BCJR 
algorithm using MAP is performed, a turbo decoder can be provided, which has a strong error correction ability without 
causing a deterioration in characteristics. 

[0027] As described above, according to the high-speed turbo decoder of the present invention, there is provided a 
high-speed turbo decoder which can provide a strong error correction means in communication demanding high-speed 
characteristics and interactive performance, and has an error correction means with a short time lag without increasina 
the memory capacity and circuit size. " 
[0028] In addition, the high-speed turbo decoder of the present invention, can be applied to parallel concatenation 
turbo code encoding or series concatenation turbo code encoding, and can be flexibly configured in accordance with 
a required Qos. 

[0029] Furthermore, the high-speed turbo decoder of the present invention allows application of the Jacobian loga- 
rithm and can improve error correction ability. 

[0030] The above and many other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become manifest 
to those skilled in the art upon making reference to the following detailed description and accompanying drawings in 
which preferred embodiments incorporating the principle of the present invention are shown by way of illustrative ex- 
amples. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0031] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an embodiment in which alpha metric computation is performed by using a high- 
speed turbo decoder according to the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of ACS computation constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade 
connections and using gamma metrics for alpha metric computation as inputs; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of computation at the first stage in ACS computation constituted by 
a plurality of stages of cascade connections and using gamma metrics for alpha metric computation as inputs; 
Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of computation at the next (second) and subsequent stages, which 
is performed by an ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components in ACS 
computation constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade connections and using gamma metrics for alpha metric 
computation as inputs; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an embodiment in which beta metric computation is performed by using the 
high-speed turbo decoder according to the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing an example of ACS computation constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade 
connections and using gamma metrics for beta metric computation as inputs; 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of computation at the first stage in ACS computation constituted by 
a plurality of stages of cascade connections and using gamma metrics for beta metric computation as inputs; 
Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing an example of computation at the next (second) and subsequent stages, which 
is performed by an ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components, in ACS 
computation constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade connections and using gamma metrics for beta metric 
computation as inputs; 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing an alpha metric reproducing circuit; 
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Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing a likelihood computation processing section; 
Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing a likelihood computation processing section; 
Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing parallel concatenation turbo coding; 
Fig. 13 is a block diagram showing series concatenation turbo coding; 

Fig. 14 is a block diagram showing an example of the Jacobian logarithm for parallel concatenation turbo coding; 
Fig. 15 is a view showing an example of conventional concurrent operation using switches; and 
Fig. 16 is a view showing an example of a conventional pipelined cascade connection. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



[0032] . Several preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described below with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. 

[0033] Fig. 1 shows a case where the BCJR algorithm based on approximation by ACS computation. In this embod- 
iment, alpha metric computation is performed in a high-speed turbo decoder. The concept of semiring will be described 
15 first before the description of the embodiment, for it is known that an update process by ACS computation can be 
expressed by a semiring which is an abstract algebraic system defined by two types of computations. For example, 
such a technique is disclosed in "IEEE Transactions on information theory", July 1996, Vol. 42, No. 4, pp. 1072 - 1092. 
[0034] A semiring is formed by a set semiRing in which two types of computations are defined: 



(semiRing,®,®) (1) 

Three arbitrary elements 

(a , b, c e semiRing) (2) 



satisfy the following relations: 

Note): A semiring has no inverse element unlike a ring. 
30 (Closure Law) 

(■ 

a®b G semiRing (3) 
a®b e semiRing (4) 

(Combination Law) 

(a©6)©c = aO(b®c) (5) 
(a®fc)®c = a<8>(b®c) (6) 

(Identity Element) 

a©m = me a = a E(Vae semiRing) (7) 
a<S>1 = 1®a = a(Va e semiRing) (8) 

(Zero Element) 

a®m = m®a = m(Va €= semiRing) (9) 



5 



(Distributive Law) 
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a ® (b © c) = a ® b © a ® c 

(b © c) ® a = b ® a © c ® a 
The semiring having the above properties is fitted in ACS computation as follows: 

a ©o ^max{a,b) 

a®fc ■ a + b 



(10) 
(11) 

(12) 
(13) 



[0035] That is, addition is replaced with the operation of selecting a larger one, and multiplication is replaced with 
normal addition. As a consequence, the above value m corresponds to 



(14) 



and 



1 (15) 

^°nT c ? 0n . dS t0 the n0r^na, nUmbef " Zer ° tt - With this re P ,acemen t. * is obvious that an ACS computation be a semiring 
[0036] An update process for state metrics can be expressed by using semiring operators as follows: 

S00[n+1] = {r/7(0,0)®S00[n]}©{rn(1,1)® S10[r?]} 
S01[n+1] ={177(1,1)® SOO[n]}©{rn(b,0)®S10[n]} 
S10[n+1] = (177(1,0)® S01[n]}©{rn(0,1)® S11[n]} 

S11[n+1]= 077(0,1)® S01[n]}©+{rn(1 t 0)®S11[r7]} (16) 

4Q [0037] In this case, S represents a state metric, its suffix represents the state, and the contents of [ ] represent a 
transition order. In addition, T represents a gamma metric, its suffix represents a transition order and a value that can 
be taken in each transition. The above equations are represented by an matrix expression: 



+ = 



£'01[*+1] 
£10[*+1] 
^1 + 



. -(17) 



*r«(0,0) m 
m r*(l,0) 



r«ai) m 

Tn (0.0) m 

m I*(0,1) 

m r«(1.0) 



• (18) 
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[0038] Then, 



r«(o.o) 


m 




m 




\SX>0[«+1]" 


r«ai) 


m 


r»<o.o) 


m 


® 


50l[« + l] 


m 


r«a.o) 


m 


r«(o.i) 


S10[« + l] 


m 


r»(o,i) 


m 






S'llt« + 1]_ 



"{r>j(0,0)®£00[«]} ©/» ©{r^ai)®,?^*]} ®m 

{n»(U)®-sroc{«]} ®{r«(o.o)®5io[«]} ©« 

®m {r«o.o)®5oi(«]} ©« ©{r«(o.i)®sii[«]} 

©/» {rn(0,\)<8>S0\[n)} ®m ©{Dj(1.0)® SI 1[«]}_ 

'(nj(o.o) ® soo[«]}©{r«(U) ® sio[«]}" 
{r«o.i)® 5roo[«]}©(Dj(o,o>® -sio[«]} 
{r«(i,o) ® 50 © (r^co.i) ® £1 it«]} 
. (r«(o.i) ® 50 ][»]} © {r«(i,o) ® si 

...(19) 

The update process progresses with ACS computation as follows: 

S[n+ 2] - I>+7<8> (f>j«> S[n]} 
T« + 1(0,0) m r«(l,l) m I r{r«(0,0)®SOO[«])©{r»(l.i)®S10[«]}" 

r«+ 1(1,1) « r«(o,o) m {r«(u)®soo[«]}©{r«(o,o)®sio[«]) 
« r«+i(i.o) /n r«+i(o.i) {r«(i.o)®s'oi[«]}©{r«(o,i)«'5ii[«]} 
m r«+i(o,i) m r« +10,0)1 [{r«(o.i)©s , oi[«]}©{r«(i.o)®sii[«]} 

lm+i(o,o)}©({r»(0,0)®^t)Otn]J©{m(M)®5iow}] em 
{ni +i(M»® [{rn(O.O)® (ni(i,i)® siow}] ©« 

m ©{ra+ia0)}®[{ni(l,l)®5TJ0[«]}©{ni(Q,0)® 510[n]} 

w ©{ni+i(ai>}®|{ni(U)®iTJOW)©{ni(ao)®^io[n]) 

© {D> +1(1,1)} ®[{rn(l,0)®501[n])©{r>j(Cll)®Jll(n]}] ©m 
®{rn +1(0,0)}® [{rnd,0)®i01[n]}©{r>i(0,l)®^ll[n]}l ©m 

© m © {m + 1(0,1)} ® ({ni(ai) ® JtiiM } © (ni(l,0) ® i[«] }) 

®m ®{rn+l(l,0)}®({ni(ai) ® JtH[n]}ffi{Oi(l,0)® ^lltnjjj 

'{r>j + 1(0,0)) ® [{i>j(o,0) ® 5oc[»]} ®{[xi, sio[n]}]©{rn + i(U)} ® [(rxi.O) ® 50i[«]} @{rxai)® si i[n]}J 

_ {ITn + 1(1,1)} ® [{n<0,0)«8> S00[n}j ©{1X1.0® St C[n]}]©{r>i + 1(0,0)} ® [(CXU0)«8» SQ l[n]} ®{rh(0.1)® SI ![«]}] 
~ {rVi + l(l,0)}<&[{Di(l,l)®S0O:«]}©{rK0,0)<8>SlQ:n]}]©{rVj + 1(04)} ® [{r><0, l) ® 50 l[n]} @ {T>< W) «> 51 l[n]|] 
+ l(t,0)}©[{rXU)®^Cln]}©{lX0,0)®Slu:n])j©{ni + 1(1.0)}® [{rV<0.0®S01M}©(r>i(l,0)®51 \[n]\{ 

... (20) 



[0039] On the other hand, 
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r*+ i(o.o) 

m 
m 



m 
m 

r«+i(i.o) 
r«+ i(o.i) 



r«+i(u) 
r«+ i(o.o) 

m 
m 



m 
m 

r«+ i(o # o 
r*+io,o)_ 



® 



r*(o.o) 
niO.0 

m 
m 



m 07(1.1) m 
m Oi(Q,Q) m 

r«(i.o) m r«(o.i) 



{r w+ i(o.o)®ni(o ( 0)} {Di + i(i.i)<g»r<i,o)} x V»+KQ.P>*rxu)} ' {oi + i(U)®r<o.i)} a 

{ni + i(i ( i) ®r<o,o)} {r*+ i(Q.o)® 1X1,0)} {rn+i(i,i)#rxu)} {rn + i(o.o)®oi(o.i)} 

{r»+ i(i.o)®Di(i f i)} {m + i(o.i)«r<o.i)} {o, + i(i.o)G>oi(o,o)} {rn + i(o.o® rxi.O)} 

.{ni+ioU)*rxu)} fc i « + i(i.0)«Tn(0 f i)j {ni + i(o.i)® r>i(o,0)} {oi + i(i,o)€>o>(i.o)} 



(21) 



[0040] Therefore, 



4« + 2J=(r«+l®D«}®S[«] 

r« * Ko P) • rnco « « *ooM}e {m ♦ ia4) ® f XW • 5oi[«j}e {r« + ico jo) ® r«<u) « *io w]e {r* + kijd * r«co j)« jum Jl 
_ {r» ♦ 10 ® r*(o 5C0(ni) e {r« * i<p jd) « r»ap) • joi[«j )e {r» + ia Jt) « r«tu) s jio m) e {r» ♦ ko ixo e jii w} 
i(ip)s r «(u>® joo[«]}« {r«+ i(Q4)« r n (o;)® jroi[7,j)e {r* + i<i/o$r*o ) p)® jiom}© {r«<.i(o,n« mcifi)9 sum] 

[r«*i(^)«r«(U)® «o{ni}«{r»*ia^)«r»co;)* joim]« {rn + i<o;)®r<op)« jiow}© (ni + icp)* rn<i^® 



-.(22) 



As a consequence, 

S[n + 2] = r« + 1 ® (r* ® S[n)}= (T» + i ® Di) ® 
[0041] Likewise, 



. . (23) 
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{r>i + i(Q4)®rxo,i)} 
{rw + i(i,o) ®rxo,i)j 



r« + 2® (T*+l®DO 
"{r« + 1(0,0) ®T«(0,0)} 

{r« + i(i,i)® r>i(o,o)} 
{r>i + i(i,o)© r«(U)} 
{r>i + i(o,i)® rxu)} 

'fra ♦ 1(0 ra + * 0,0) <* ra<0.0)}« a + 2(U) * ra ♦ i< iO) ♦ ra(U)) 
fra ♦ 2<U) • ra + 1<OJO ) <* r»(aO)>* fra * 2(0.0) * ra + 1( 10) ♦ ra(U)) 
fra * UO )* ra ♦ * U) * ra(OLO)}* fra + 2<0U)* r» ♦ 1(0.1)* 11)) 
fra * QC 0U)« ra + J U) ♦ ra(Q,0))« fra + 2(U0 )$ ra + 1(0.1)* ra{ U)> 
a + 2<QJJ ) * ra + 1(0J3 ) • ra(U)J {ra + 2<U) ♦ Ta + 1(10 )* ra(<X0)} 
fra+2(U)«> ra+l<Oj0)«ra(U))*fra + 2C0jO)«»ra*HUI)*ra<aO)) 
fra O(U0)*ra *l(U)* ra(U))* fra +2(0.1)* r* ♦ 1(0,1)* ra(0£)) 
fr* ♦ 2(0,1) ♦ ra ♦ l<ll)o ra(U))* fra + 2( 10 )* r» + HOi) ♦ ra(0 JO )> 



Hi + 2(0,0) m Di + 2(1.1) m 

Di + 2(1,1) wr T« + 2(0.0) m 

m T«+ 2(1,0) m Di+ 2(0,1) 

m Di+ 2(0,1) m Fn+ 2(1,0) 

(r>i + i(U)®r«(i,o)} {di + i(o ( o) ®d<u)} 



{ni+i(i.i)®rxu)} 
{r«+ i(i,o) ®ixo,o)} 
{rn+i(o,i)<3rxo.o)j 



(i>i+ i(i,i)® r<o,i)} 
{r«+ i(o,o) ®r<o.i)} 
{r>i + i(Q,i) ®r«( i,o)| 
{r>i + i(i,o) ®rxio)} 

{ra+2(0j0)* n +ldl)*ra(Ud»«{r* +2CU)* ra ♦ 1(0.1)* ra(0i) > 
fra+2(U)* ra +1(U)* raJiC)}* fra +2(0,0)* ra +1(0.1)* r*(0i)) 
+ 2(10)* ra +KOj0)*rj>(U0)}*{ra + 2(QJ)*ra+K1.0)*ra(ai)} 
fa +2(0.1)* ra +I<aO)*ra(U0))*{ra + 2(10) *ra+ 1(1,0) *ra(01)> 
fra +2(0.0)* ra +KU)* ni(0U))«(ra +2(U)*ra +1(0.1)* ra(U5)>" 
fa + 2(U) 9 r* ♦ 1(U) • ra<0.1))® fai + 3( cu>) ♦ ra ♦ 1(0,1)* ra(U0)> 
fai+2(i.0)*r« +1(0.0)* ra(ai»^(ra +2(oa)*ra+l(l.O)* ra(i.ort 
fa+ 2(0,1)* rat + 1(0,0)* ra(Q,l))«{ra +2<L0)* ra* 1(1.0) * r*(1.0)) 

... (24) 



[0042] The above equation can be expressed by 



25 



• s[*+3]=r« + 2®(r* + i® (n2®^[«]))={r« + 2® {r« + i®r«)}®^] b # (25 ) 



This relationship holds for an arbitrary number. The above equation indicates that the state metrics sequentially ob- 
30 tained by updating state metrics with gamma metrics are the same as those obtained by performing computation using 
gamma metrics first: 



35 



(r«+/r-i®- • -{r« + 2®{r« + i®r«}}) 



(26) 



40 



then, performing update computation for the state metrics! 

[0043] A bottleneck in ACS computation speed lies in feedback processing. Feedforward processing can be speeded 
up by a pipeline configuration. The above computation based on gamma metrics: 



(r* + /:-i®- ♦ •^T2®(r«+i®r«)}} 



. . . (27) 



45 is feedforward processing, and hence can be done at high speed. By performing state metric updating operation using 
the result obtained by this processing, the Kth state metric can be obtained by one transition. In this embodiment, K = 
3. However, the present invention can also be applied to a case where K is set to an arbitrary value. This embodiment 
will be described below by taking K = 3 as an example. The computation result obtained by the above feedforward 
processing is expressed as follows: 

so 



55 



\rK • (* - 2) +3® {TK*(n - 2) +1® TK • (* - 2))} 



all 


ai2 


al3 


al4" 


a21 


*22 


a23 


*24 


a3\ 


a32 


a33 


a3A 


a41 


a42 


a43 


a44 



(28) 



An update process for alpha metrics is expressed as follows: 
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If, 



aO0[K •fr-2)] 
aOlK'fr-2)] 
a\0[ K. fr- 2)] 
a\\K*fr-2)] 



(29) 



then. 



then 



a[K •fr-\)\= 



all 
a21 
a31 
a41 



al2 
a22 
a32 
aA2 



a\3 
a23 
a33 
aA3 



a\A 
a 24 
a34 
aAA 



® 



aOQ[Kmfr-2)\ 
aO\K*fr-2)] 
a\(\K*fr-2)] 
a\ \[K*fr -.2)1 



Vl®aOO[/T.(«-2)} ®{al2®aOiK»[n-2)} ®{al3®cAQ[K*{n-2j$ ®{al4®all[X' («-2f 

{fl21®<rOO[r.(«-2)l ©{a22®aOl[/:.(/j-2)| ®{a23®ato[/:.(«-2)j f^24 al lfjtT • - 2)5 

{a3\®aQO[K*(n-2)} ®{a32® aOl[/C '1/1-2)} ®{ff33®ol0[^.^-2)} ®{c734 ® al l[j5T. («- 2)j} 

( £I 41® O ri)0[A:.(«-2)) e{a42®£r0l[A:-(n-2)l} ©{cT43«aI0[^« («- 2)jj ©{a44«. al i[V5T. («- 2)}_ 

... (30) 

[0044] An alpha metric updating circuit 101 in Fig. 1 corresponds to the above computation. Referring to Fig. 1 , 



© 



(31) 



represents general addition but differs from comparison/selection in the above semiring. As shown in Fig. 1, alpha 
metrics are updated every K = 3 stages, and the computation results are stored in an alpha metric memory 1 02. A 
memory address for this storage is designated by an up/down counter 103. Note that reference numeral 104 denotes 
a gamma metric computation result. 

[0045] In this embodiment, alpha metrics corresponding to one frame are stored. Obviously, however, the present 
invention can be applied as a sliding window type such that alpha metrics are stored every K stages within a window. 
[0046] This makes it possible to reduce the memory capacity for alpha metrics to 1/K and multiply the update speed 
by K. 

[0047] The operation of the alpha metric updating circuit 1 01 will be described next. Alpha metrics o 00[[K • (n - 2)], 
a 01 [[K.(n - 2)], a 1 0fJK • (n - 2)], a 1 1 [[K • (n - 2)] before updating form a register configuration and are connected to 
«00[[K • (n - 1)], a 01 [[K • (n - 1)], a 10[[K (n - 1)], a 11[[K • (n - 1)] after updating from nodes indicating all the alpha 
metrics through ACS computation processing; feedback connection is made to use newly produced alpha metrics as 
alpha metrics before updating. In this case, each ACS computation process uses 4-state encoding, and hence takes 
a 4-input configuration, to which the sums of ACS computation results a11 toa14, a21 to a24, a31 toa34, and a41 to 
a44, which are obtained by a plurality of stages of cascade connections receiving all the alpha metrics ot 00[[K • (n - 
2)], a 01 [[K • (n - 2)], a 1 0[[K • (n -2)], a1 1 ([K • (n - 2)] before updating and gamma metrics to be described later, are input. 
[0048] The ACS computation at the uppermost portion in Fig. 1 will be described as an example. This computation 
corresponds to 



a00[K.(n-1)]={a11®a00[/f»(n-2)])©{a12®a0{K'.(n-2)])e{a13«8.o10[/f.(n-2)]}©{a14®a1[K.(rj-2)]} (32) 
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in the above equation. Fig. 1 and the equation correspond to each other in such a manner that each adder in Fig. 1 ... 
(33) is replaced with ...(34) and the 4-input comparing/selecting circuit is replaced with ...(35) that computes four terms 
in the equation. 

[0049] The same applies to other terms a 01[[K-(n - 1)], a 10[[K- (n - 1)] ( a11[[K - (n - 1)]. 

[0050] The gamma metric computation result 104 in Fig. 1 expresses a11 to a14, a21 to a24, a31 to a34, and a41 
to a44 in vectors, and has the following relationship: 



41[n-2]=[a11 a12 a13 a14] 
*2[n-2]=[a21 a22 a23 a24] 
43[n-2]=[a31 a32 a33 a34] 

/\4{n-2]=[a41 a42 a43 a44] (36) 

[0051] To update the next alpha metrics, A1[n-1], A2[n-1], A3[n-1], and A4[n-1] are set on standby to be smoothly 
supplied. 

[0052] A means of obtaining the ACS computation results a1 1 to a1 4, a21 to a24, a31 to a34, and a41 to a44, which 
receives gamma metrics and is constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade connections, will be described next with 
reference to Fig. 2. 

[0053] A first stage 201 in Fig. 2 represents addition of gamma metrics. Fig. 3 shows the detailed configuration for 
this operation. That is, the first stage performs the following computation: 



r*> (*-2)+l® rK*{n- 2) 



® 



rK*{n- 2)+ 1(0.0) 

r*>(«- 2)+ 

m 



m 
m 



rA>(«-2)+l(U) 
ra>(/7-2)+l(0,0) 
m 



m 
m 



TK •(*-2)(0,0) 
TK*{n- 2)(1,1) 



rA> (n- 2)+ 1(0.1) 

m 
m 



TAT* («- 2)+ 1(1,0) 
m r/r.(«-2)+l(Q.l) m 

m r*>(«-2Xu) 

m ra>(*-2)(0,0) 
m r*>(>z- 2X0.t) . m 

■{r/:-(«-2)+i(o.o)®r^«^-2)(o f o)} {TK*(n-2)+\QA)®TK^(»-2XiQ)} 

{TK • (« - 2) + 1(1,1) ® TK • {n - 2)(0 r 0)} {TK • (« - 2) + 1(0,0) ® TK • (n - 2)0.0)} 
[TK • (« - 2) + 1(1,0) ® TK • - 2X1.1) j {TK • \n - 2) + 1(0.1) ® TK • (n - 2)(0,1)} 
{TK • (« - 2) + 1(0,1) ® TK • {n - 2XU)} {TK • {n - 2) + 1(1,0) ®TK - 2)(G,l)j 

{tk • (« - 2)+i(o.o) ® ra> (« - 2)0.1)} {r*r • (* - 2)+i(i.i) ® tk •(« - 2X0.1)} 
(re •(« - 2) +i(U) ® tk •(« -2)0,1)} {ix • (* - 2)+ i(o,o) ® ra: • (« - 2)(o,i)} 

{r*T • [n - 2 )+ 1(1,0) ® TK • [n - 2)(0,0)} {rx • (« - 2) + 1(0,1) ® TAT • [n - 2 j(l,0)} 

{rx • [n - 2)+ 1(0,1) ® ix • (* - 2)(o,o)} {re • (* - 2) + 1(1,0) ® re • (« - 2)o.o)}_ 

• . . (37) 



If this equation is written into 
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'all 


a\2 


al3 


«14 


a2l 


a22 


a 23 


a 24 


a31 


a32 


a 33 


*34 


aAl 


aA2 


a43 


<*44 



for exampfe, the uppermost portion in Fig. 3 corresponds to 



a\ 1 = {TKm {n - 2) + 1(0,0) ® 0> (n - 2)(0,0)} . . . ( 39 ) 

Fig. 3 and the equation correspond to each other in such a manner that each adder in Fig. 3 

e (40) 

is replaced with 

® (41) 
[0054] In addition, the following is a relationship with the vector expression in Fig. 3: 



A\ = [a11 a12 a13 a14] 
A2 = [a21 a22 a23 a24] 
A3 = [a3i a32 a33 a34] 

AA = [a41 a42 a43 a44] (42 ) 

[0055] The above relationship holds for A2, A3, and A4. The result obtained in this manner is input to an ACS com- 
putation means 202 having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components at the second and subsequent stages 
in Fig. 2. This embodiment includes one stage of ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by 
parallel components. This is because, K = 3. If K is larger than 3, a plurality of stages of ACS computation means are 
used Fig. 4 shows the detailed arrangement of an ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by 
parallel components. The operation in Fig. 4 corresponds to 
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Al 



T(O.O) m r(U) m "J [all a\2 al3 alA~ 

r(l.l) m r(0,0) m all all a!3 alA 

m r(l,0) m r(0.1) a31 o32 a33 a34 

r(0,l) m r(l,0)J [_a41 a42 a43 aAA_ 

"{rX0.0)«>al lje{r(l.l)®a31)} {r(0,0)®al2}©{rXU)®a32} 
{r(U)®<7ll}©{rX0.0)®<73l} {r(l,l)®al2}©{r(0,0)®a32} 
= {r(l,0)®<72l)©{rX0.1)®a4l} (r(l0)®a22}©{r(0.1)® £ j42)} 

L{r(0.1)®ar2l}©{rXLO)«»a4l} {r(0,l)®a22}©{r(l,fj)®a42 
{r(0.0)®ol3}©{r(U)«a33} {r(0.0)®<7l4}©{r(U)®«»34}" 
{r(U)®al3}©{r(0,0)®a33} {r(l.l)®al4}©{r(0.0)®a34} 
{r(l.O)0 a23}©{r(0,l)® o43} (r(1.0)® a24}©{r(0,I)®o44} 
{r(0,l)®a23}©{r(l,0)®a43} {r(0,l)®tf24j©{r(1.0)®a44} 

If this is expressed as 

"all al2 al3 a\A~ 

a2\ a22 a23 a2A 

a31 c*32 a33 a3A 

aAX aA2 a43 aAA_ 

then, for example, the uppermost computation in Fig. 4 corresponds to 

a11= {r(0,0)®a11}©{r(1,1)®a31)} 
Fig. 4 and the equation correspond to each other in such a manner that each adder in Fig. 4 

© 

is replaced with 

® 

In addition, each 2-input comparing/selecting circuit is replaced with 

© 

which computes two terms of the equation. 
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[0056] In addition, the following is a relationship with the vector expression in Fig. 2: 



A1(r?-1) = [a11 a12 a13 a14] 
A2(n-1) = [a21 a22 a23 a24] 
/*3(n-1) = [a31 a32 a33 a34] 
A4(n-1) = [a41 a42 a43 a44] 



(49) 



[0057] The above relationship holds for A2(n-1) f A3(n-1), and A4(n-1). The result obtained in this manner is the 
output in Fig. 2. That is, the overall operation in Fig. 2 corresponds to the following computation: 



if Km {* - 2) + 3® {T7i> {n - 2) +1® TK* (* - 2))} 



ail <7l2 ai3 aI4 

ar21 a22 <?23 *24 

<ar31 *32 ar33 a34 

aA\ aA2 a42 aAA 



(50) 



[0058] In this case, K = 3. Obviously, however, the number of stages can be easily increased by Increasing the 
number of ACS computation means 202 having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components in the form of 
cascade connection. 

[0059] A method of supplying gamma metrics to such an arrangement is indicated by reference numeral 203 in Fig. 
2. As shown in Fig. 2, gamma metrics are supplied by pipeline processing for each stage. At the first stage, gamma 
metrics are concurrently supplied because only additions are required as shown in Fig. 2. At the subsequent stages, 
gamma metrics are supplied with a delay of one step for each stage, thereby allowing the process to smoothly proceed.' 
[0060] As described above, alpha metric updating every K stages and storing operation as shown in Fig. 1 and the 
gamma metric computation means having the ACS cascade configuration which is used to realize alpha metric updating 
every K stages can increase the operation speed by K times and reduce the alpha metric memory capacity to 1/K. 
[0061] The above relationship can be expressed by the following matrix: 

^•(*-i)]=r/:*(«-2)^ 

= (r^*(«-2)+2®(rAr«(^-2)+i®r^.(«-2)})®a[^.(«-.2)] 



®a[X*(;i-2)] 



'A\{n 


-Dl 


A2{n 


-1) 


A3{» 


-1) 


AA{n 


-1). 



(51) 



[0062] The above description is about alpha metrics. Obviously, however, the present invention can be applied to 
beta metrics replacing alpha metrics. 

[0063] An update process for beta metrics will be described next with reference to Fig. 5. 

[0064] Forward computation processing is performed for alpha metrics. In contrast to this, backward computation 
processing is performed for beta metrics. Therefore, a matrix corresponding to a trellis diagram is given by 
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r«(0.0) r«(U) m m 

m m r«(l,0) r«(0,l) 

r«(l.l) r»(0.0) m m 

m m r«(0,l) r»(1.0) 



(52) 



10 [0065] In addition, since updating is performed by backward computation processing, if K = 3, gamma metrics are 
computed as follows: 



J5 



20 



^TK •(« +1) - 3® (TK •(« +1) - 2 0OT • (« + 1) - 1}} 
r all al2 al3 al4 n 



a2l 

£731 

aA\ 



a22 
a32 
aA2 



a23 
a33 
aA3 



a2A 
a3A 
aAA 



[0066] Similar to alpha metrics, if 



... (53) 



25 



30 



/700[i:«(« + l)]' 
/?01[£--(« + lj] 

(» + !)]_ 



• . (54) 



then, 



35 



40 



45 



50 



all <sl2 al3 al4] [;0OO[A>(«+l)] - 
a21 ct22 a23 a24 /?01[^»(» + l)] 
a 31 *32 a 33 a34 j01O[ AT •(n + l)] 
<a41 a42 a43 <x44J \_0\\[K» [n+\)] 
{all«yffOoV»(« + l)]} ©{a^jfiyl^fn+l)]} ©{al3«£l0 
{a2 1 <S» vffO0[/T» (n + 1)]} ®{t722«>^0l[^t(«+i)]} ®{a23"» i 01O 
{a3 !<» >firOO[AT» (« + l)]J ©{a32®£0t[jS>(*+l)j ©{^SySlO 
ja41«jOT0[/>fci + l)]) <©{cri2«>j90l[/:.(rj+l)j ©{o43«< #0 



K»[n+ 1)) ©{al4®j01l[>>(n+l)]}' 
©{<j24®£ll[*>(rt+l)]} 
'AT* (* + l)]j © {c734 ® £1 l[A> (*+ l)J 
A>(h + i)]J © {a44 «> jffl + 1)]} 



(55) 



[0067] A beta metric updating circuit 501 in Fig. 5 corresponds to the above computation. Note that 



(56) 



in Fig. 5 represents general addition but differs from comparison/selection in the above semiring. As shown in Fig. 5, 
55 beta metrics are updated every K = 3 stages, and the computation results are input to an ACS computation processing 
section 502 constituted by a plurality of stages of cascade connections. This ACS computation is equivalent to a plurality 
of stages of processing used for general beta metric updating. For example, such a method is disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Application No. 1 1 -192467. Therefore, backward computation processing Is performed In a cascade fashion by 
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using 



...(57) 



as an initial value. Gamma metric supply 503 required for backward computation processing is performed by pipeline 
processing for each stage, and gamma metrics are supplied with a delay of one step for each stage (in reverse in terms 
of time owing to backward computation), thereby allowing the processing to smoothly proceed. As a result of this 
operation, a beta metric/gamma metric addition result 504 can be obtained from each stage of the ACS computation 
processing section 502 constituted by cascade connections. Referring to Fig. 5, the results are expressed in vectors. 
The following is an example of an expression corresponding to the vector expression: 



[0068] The beta metric/gamma metric addition result 504 from each stage of the ACS computation processing section 
502 constituted by cascade connections is delayed by one step for each stage. In this case, therefore, three values 
are concurrently output without cessation. This increases the processing speed in a general method disclosed in, for 
example, Japanese Patent Application No. 11-1 92467 by three times. Obviously, the processing speed can be arbitrarily 
increased by designing the above arrangement to increase the value of K. 

[0069] Gamma metric computation results 505 in Fig. 5 have the same contents as those described in the case of 
alplia metrics, and hence a description thereof will be omitted. However, this operation differs from that for alpha metrics 
in that beta metrics are updated in the direction in which they decrease in value unlike alpha metrics which are updated 
in the direction in which they increase in value. 

[0070] Fig. 6 shows a means for obtaining the gamma metric computation results 505. Referring to Fig. 6, a first 
stage 601 represents addition of gamma metrics. Fig. 7 shows the detailed arrangement of this stage. Although the 
stage can be configured in the same manner as for alpha metrics, the arrangement for gamma metrics differs from 
that for alpha metrics in the direction of steps and trellis based on backward computation, and is expressed as follows. 



P0\[K*n] + TK^n-\{Q,0) 
0\Q[K*n] + rK*n-\[\,O) 

P\\[K^n]+rK*n-iO,\) 
PU[K*n]+rK**-l{lQ)_ 



. . . (58) 
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re« (« + i)-2«>re«(«+i)-i 



® 



rAT«(«+ i)-2(o.o) re.fc+0-2(i.i) m m 

m m riC»{n + 1)- 2(1,0) re» (n+ 1)- 2(0,1) 

r^. («+l)- 2(1.1) re«(«+l)- 2(0.0) « 

^ « re* («+i)- 2(0.1) re»(« + 0- 2(1,0) 

re>(« +i)-i(o.o) rK*{n+\)-\<\,i) m m 

m m rx«(a+i)- lao) re«(«+i)-i(o.i) 

re •(«+!)- 1(1,1) re •(« + !)- 1(0.0) m m 

m m re»(«+l)-l(0,l) re •(» + !)- 1(1.0) 

(re • {» + 1) - 2(0.0) ® re • [n + 1) - i(o.o)} (re • (« + 1) - 2(0,0) ® re • (« + 1) - i(i.i)} 
(re • (« +i) - 2(1.1) ® re • (« + 1) - i(o,o)} {re • {» + 1 ) - 20.0) ® re - (* + 1)- ko.o)} 
{re - (« +1)- 2(0,0) ® re •(« +1)- i(i,i)} {re- (» +1)- 2(i.i) ® re •(« + i)-ku)} 
{re • (« + 1 ) - 2(0,1) ® re • [n +1) - i(i.i)} {re - (« + 1 ) - 2(0.1) ® re • (« + 1)- ko.o)} 
{re • {* + 1) - 2(1,1) ® re • (« + 1)- i(i.o)} {re • {» + 1 )- 2(1.1) ® re - {» + 1)- i(o. i)} " 
{re •(«+!)- 2(o.i) ® re • (« + 1 ) - i(o.i)} {re • (« + 1) - 2(0.1) ® ire ■(» + 1 )- i(i.o)} 
{re- •(« + 1 ) - 2(0.0) ® re: • (« + 1) - i(i.o)} {re • (« + 1) - 2(0.0) ® re • (« + 1)- i(o.i)} 
{re .(«+i)- 2(i.o) ® re> (« + 1 )- i(o.i)j {re •(«+!)- 2(1.0) ® re: .(« +1)- i(i.o)j 



. (59) 



[0071] This expression is modified into 



all ctl2 a\3 a\A 

a2\ a22 a23 a2A 

a3\ a32 a33 a3A 

aA\ aA2 aA3 aAA 



... (60) 



For example, the uppermost portion in Fig. 7 corresponds to 



al 1 = {re • (« + 1)- 2(0,0) ® re • [n +1 ) - 1(0,0)} 



(61) 



Fig. 7 and this equation correspond to each other in such a manner that each adder in Fig. 7 



© 



(62) 



is replaced with 



® 



(63) 



The same applies to the remaining portions. 
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[0072] The results obtained in this manner are input to an ACS computation means 602 having a trellis structure 
which n constituted by parallel components at the second and subsequent stages in Fig. 6. This embodiment includes 
only one ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components. This is because K = 
Z Jle ar9er tha " 3l 3 pluralitv of ACS computation means are required. Fig. 8 shows the detailed arrangement of 
the ACS computation means having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components 

[0073] According to the operation in Fig. 8, backward computation processing is performed for beta metrics, and 
hence a matrix corresponding to a trellis diagram differs from that for alpha metrics and is expressed as follows- 



.41 
Al 
Al 
AA 



T(0.0) 


r(u) 


m 


m 
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This expression is modified into 
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For example, computation in the uppermost portion in Fig. 8 corresponds to 

al 1 = (r(0,0) ® al l} ®{r(l,l) ® a2 1)} 
Fig. 8 and this equation correspond to each other in such a manner that each adder In Fig. 8 
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is replaced with 
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In addition, each 2-input comparing/selecting circuit is replaced with 
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which computes two terms of the equation. 

[0074] The same applies to the remaining portions. The result obtained in this manner is the output in Fig. 6. That 
is, the overall arrangement in Fig. 6 performs a computation corresponding to 



all 


ail 


al3 


al4 


a2l 


a22 


a2Z 


a24 


all 


aZ2 


o33 


aZA 


a4l 


aA2 


.743 


a44 



. . . (70) 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



[0075] In this case, K - 3. Obviously, however, the number of stages can be easily increased by increasing the 
number of ACS computation means 602 having a trellis structure constituted by parallel components in the form of 
cascade connection. 

[0076] A method of supplying gamma metrics to such an arrangement is indicated by reference numeral 603 in Fig. 
6. As shown in Fig. 6, gamma metrics are supplied by pipeline processing for each stage. At the first stage, gamma 
metrics are concurrently supplied because only additions are required as shown in Fig. 2. At the subsequent stages, 
gamma metrics are supplied with a delay of one step for each stage, thereby allowing the process to smoothly proceed. 
[0077] As described above, the operation speed can be increased by K times by beta metric updating for every K 
stages in Fig. 5, the addition result 504 on beta metrics, which are K times faster, and gamma metrics, and the gamma 
metric computation means having ACS cascade connections for updating beta metrics every K stages. 
[0078] An update process for beta metrics is expressed in matrix as follows: 



A2{*+\) 
where; K = 3 
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[0079] The above description is about beta metrics. Obviously, however, the present invention can be applied to 
alpha metrics replacing beta metrics. 

[0080] A method of performing high-speed likelihood computation on the basis of the alpha and beta metrics for 
high-speed operation obtained in this manner will be described below. 

[0081] A means for quickly restoring alpha metrics from the alpha metric memory 102 which are stored every K 
stages in the above manner will be described first with reference to Fig. 9. For the sake of descriptive convenience, 
Fig. 9 also shows the alpha metric memory 1 02 and the U/D counter 103 for controlling the addresses in the memory, 
which have already been described above. This U/D counter 103 for controlling addresses increments the address by 
performing up-counting operation for every K stages in storing operation in Fig. 1 . In the case shown in Fig. 9, this 
counter performs down-counting operating in read processing to decrement the address. Assume that the alpha metrics 
read out in this manner are represented by a 00[[K ■ (n - 1 )], a01 [[K • (n - 1 )], a1 0[[K • (n - 1 )], a1 1 [[K • (n - 1 )]. These 
readout alpha metrics are input to an ACS computation processing section 901 constituted by a plurality of stages of. 
cascade connections. This ACS computation is equivalent to a plurality of stages of processing used for general alpha 
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as an initial value. Gamma metric supply 902 required for forward computation processing is performed by pipeline 
processing for each stage, and gamma metrics are supplied with a delay of one step for each stage, thereby allowing 
the processing to smoothly proceed. Referring to Fig. 9, the results are expressed in vectors. The following is an 
example of an expression corresponding to the vector expression: 



[0082] In addition, gamma metrics are supplied with an advance of one step for each stage and a delay for every K 
stages. This operation is required to provide timing for backward processing of beta metrics in likelihood computation. 
[0083] As a result of this operation, alpha metrics 903 can be obtained from each stage of the ACS computation 
processing section 901 constituted by cascade connections. 

[0084] The alpha metrics 903 as output results are also output by pipeline processing and advanced step by step 
for every stage. In this case, therefore, three values are concurrently output without cessation. This increases the 
processing speed in a general method disclosed in, for example, Japanese Patent Application No. 11-192467 by three 
times. Obviously, the processing speed can be arbitrarily increased by designing the above arrangement to increase 
the value of K. 

[0085] Fig. 1 0 shows likelihood computation processing based on the alpha and beta metrics obtained in this manner. 
Referring to. Fig. 10, reference numeral 1001 denotes processing for generating beta metric/gamma metric addition 
results as shown in Fig. 5; and 1 002, a means for reproducing the alpha metrics in Fig. 9. Referring to Fig. 1 0, reference 
numeral 1 003 denotes likelihood computation processing, in which the beta metric/gamma metric addition results and 
alpha metrics are supplied from the processing 1001 and means 1 002, respectively, in K-parallel configurations through 
delay means 1 004 and 1 005. These delay means perform synchronization for processing required for likelihood com- 
putation, and K logarithmic likelihood ratios for the respective information bits can be simultaneously obtained. Fig. 11 
shows likelihood computation processing, which is a general method disclosed in, for example, Japanese Patent Ap- 
plication No. 11-192467. In this embodiment, the processing 1003 is implemented by using K likelihood computation 
processes. Therefore, the processing speed can be increased by K times. 

[0086] A case where the present invention is applied to parallel and series concatenation turbo coding will be de- 
scribed next. Fig. 12 shows parallel concatenation turbo coding. Fig. 13 shows series concatenation turbo coding. As 
is obvious from Figs. 12 and 13, component coding takes the same structure regardless of whether the coding Is of a 
parallel concatenation type or series concatenation type. Obviously, therefore, the present invention can be applied to 
the BCJR algorithm by the same method described above. This method is disclosed in detail in Japanese Patent 
Application No. 11-192467. 

[0087] Fig. 13 shows ACS computation in which correction terms based on the Jacobian logarithm are added. By 
replacing the ACS computation in the present invention with the means shown in Fig. 1 4, a turbo decoder to which the 
Jacobian logarithm is applied can be realized. 

[0088] That ACS computation in which correction terms based on the Jacobian logarithm are added is equivalent to 
semiring. will be described below. According to the Jacobian logarithm, by looking up a correction term 
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as a function of 

|«1 - S 2 | (75) 

in a table, a computation equivalent to the BCJR algorithm is performed in a logarithmic domain, and the Jacobian 
logarithm is based on the following computation: 

ln(e 51 + e 62 ) = max(8 1 ,6 2 ) + ln(1 + e " ,52 ' fi11 ) = max^.Sg) + f c (\& 2 -^\) (76) 

If this operation is fitted in the above semiring, for example, 

a<8>(fc©c) = a + {max(a,6) + f c (\b - c|)} 
= max{(a + fc),(a + c)} + f c {\(a + b) , (a + c)\) 

= (a®b)©(a®c) (77) 

Likewise, 

(60c)® a = {max(fc,c) + f c (\c - o|)} + a 
= max{(6 + a),(c + a)} + f c {|(c + a) - (b + a)(} 

= (Zxg>a)e(ct8>a) (78) 

[0089] That is, the Jacobian logarithm satisfies the distributive law in the semiring. In addition, in computation 

© (79) 

a combination law is expressed by 

[a®b)®c = )n(e A +e* <x ©(i> ©c) ...(80) 

That is, if 

[a ®b)=A = lnC> a =b(0 ...(81) 
the lefthand side of the above equation is equivalent to the following computation: 

{a®b)®c = ]n(e A + e e ) = AG>c ...(82) 

If 

(&©c) = C=ln(**+0 = K* C ) ...(83) 
the righthand side of the above equation is equivalent to the following computation: 
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{a ©b)©c = ln(e" + e c ) = a ® C 
Therefore, 

In computation 

unit element m (= -~) becomes 

(a©w)= ln(<? a +«?") = InO" + 0) = a 



ln(e a + e" + e°) 



The above logic can be used without any change. 

[0090] The remaining operation is obvious, and hence a description thereof will be omitted. 
[0091] The following is a computation actually performed by using the Jacobian logarithm with 



A<8>(b<8>s)=A®< 
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[ . distributive law a ®(6©C) = a ®6©a ®c] 



where £ is computation of ©. 
[0092] For example, if n = 4, 
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(89) 



where 2 Is computation of ©. 
In the above equation, 



. • (90) 



can be sequentially computed by the following method, and can be implemented by using the above hardware arrange- 
ment and the processing shown in Fig. 14. 
In computing 



a©6©c©d 



(91) 



first of all, 



a <5>b = Inf> a = In [e a )= a 



. (92) 



is calculated, and then 



c®d =ln(e' +<?') = In (3 



(93) 



is calculated. 
Finally, 



. • • (94) 



is calculated to obtain 
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Therefore, the same result as described above can be obtained even by sequential computation 
On the other hand. 
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[v distributive law (fc©C)® a = 6®a©c®a] 

where £ is computation of ©. 

[0093] If, therefore, i and j are replaced, this equation becomes identical to the above equation. As a consequence 
in the Jacobian logarithm as well, the following equation holds: 



(97) 



By sequentially using this relationship, the technique of increasing the processing speed by changing the sequence 
of the above ACS computation: 



A ® [b ® (c ® sjj m A ® {(b ® c) © S) = [a ® ffi ® C } © S 



• (98) 



can be applied to the Jacobian logarithm without any change, and the number of terms can be arbitrarily increased 
according to the same theory as described above. 

[0094] That is, the present invention can be applied to a case where the ACS computation based on the Jacobian 
logarithm in Fig. 14 is used. 



Claims 



. A high-speed turoo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm which 
makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of 
alpha metric computation and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: 



24 



BP 1 154 578 A2 



means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 

ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality 
of pipelined gamma metrics; 

means for receiving a computation result obtained by said ACS computation means and thereby updating 
state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and 
means for storing state metrics for every K stages. 

A decoder according to claim 1 , wherein said state metric updating means is of a sliding window type, and whereby 
update progress of each of state metrics is indicated in a window for every K stages. 

A high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm which 
makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of 
alpha metric computation and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: 

means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 

ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality 
of pipelined gamma metrics; 
. means for receiving a computation result obtained by said ACS computation means and thereby updating 
state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and 

another ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives 
state metric updating results for every K stages and a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics, 
wherein likelihood computation is performed on the basis of a computation result obtained by each stage of 
said ACS computation means constituted of the cascade connections. 

A decoder according to claim 3, wherein computation results obtained by the respective stages of said another 
ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of cascade connections which receives state metric updating 
results for every K stages and gamma metrics at the plurality of pipelined stages are computation results on state 
and gamma metrics used in the ACS computation, and thereby performing likelihood computation on the basis of 
the computation results. 

A high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm which 
makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising, in order to perform at least one of 
alpha metric computation and beta metric computation in the BCJR algorithm: 

means for receiving values of stored state metrics for every plurality of stages (K stages) as first inputs and 
thereby supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; and 

ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality 
of pipelined stages of gamma metrics as second inputs, 

wherein likelihood computation is performed on the basis of computation results at the respective stages of 
said ACS computation means constituted of the cascade connections. 

A high-speed turbo decoder using a BCJR (Bahl, Cocke, Jelinek, and Raviv) algorithm or a BCJR algorithm =which 
makes approximation by ACS (Add-Compare-Select) computation, comprising: 

(a) a first section including, in order to perform at least one of alpha metric computation and beta metric com- 
putation in the BCJR algorithm: 

means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 

ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the 
plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 

means for receiving computation results obtained by said ACS computation means and thereby updating 

state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and 

means for storing the state metrics for every plurality of stages, 

(b) a second section including, in order to perform the other one of alpha metric computation and beta metric 
computation in the BCJR algorithm: 

means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 
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ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the 
plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; 

means for receiving computation results obtained by said ACS computation means and thereby updating 
state metrics every plurality of stages (K stages); and 

another ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which re- 
ceives state metric updating results for every K stages and the plurality of pipelined stages of gamma 
metrics; 

wherein a computation result in each stage of said another ACS computation means constituted of the 
cascade connections becomes a first input for likelihood computation; 

and 

(c) a third section including: 

means for supplying a plurality of pipelined stages of gamma metrics; and 

still another ACS computation means constituted of a plurality of stages of cascade connections which 
receives values of the stored state metrics for every K stages as first inputs and receives the plurality of 
pipelined stages of gamma metrics as second inputs; 

wherein a computation result in each stage of said still another ACS computation means constituted of 
the cascade connections becomes a second input for likelihood computation, thus the likelihood compu- 
tation is performed while the first and second inputs for the likelihood computation are synchronized with 
each other by using delay means. 

7. A decoder according to claim 1 or 2, wherein out of plural stages of computations by said ACS computation means 
constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections, computation at a first stage becomes addition, and 
a second and subsequent stages become computations each constructed by a trellis structure constituted of par- 
allel components. 

8. A decoder according to claim 1 , 2 or 7, wherein said means for updating the state metrics every plurality of stages 
(K stages) is adapted to receive computation results, as first inputs, sent from all nodes indicating states before 
updating to the respective nodes indicating states after updating and receive computation results obtained by said 
ACS computation means, as second inputs, constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections, whereby 
ACS computation based on inputs corresponding to the number of nodes indicating states is performed. 

9. A decoder according to claim 3 or 4, wherein out of plural stages of computations by said ACS computation means 
constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections which receives the plurality of pipelined stages of 
gamma metrics, computation at a first stage becomes addition, and a second and subsequent stages become 
computations by said ACS computation means each constructed by a trellis structure constituted of parallel com- 
ponents. 

10. A decoder according to claim 3, 4 or 9, wherein said means for updating the state metrics every plurality of stages 
(K stages) is adapted to receive computation results/as first inputs, sent from all nodes indicating states before 
updating to the respective nodes indicating states after updating and receive computation results obtained by said 
ACS computation means, as second inputs, constituted of the plurality of stages of cascade connections, whereby 
ACS computation based on inputs corresponding to the number of nodes indicating states is performed. 

11. A decoder according to claim 1 , 3, 5 or 6, wherein a parallel concatenation encoding method is used as a turbo 
code encoding method. 

12. A decoder according to any of claims 1 , 3 and 5 to 8, wherein a series concatenation encoding method is used as 
a turbo code encoding method. 

1 3. A decoder according to claim 1 , 3, 5 or 6, wherein in the ACS computation, correction values based on a Jacobian 
logarithm are added. 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 13 



[INFORMATION SEQUENCE] 



[OUTSIDE CODEJ 



PUNCTURE 11-10-11-10- 



INTER LEAVER 



[INSIDE CODE] 



£1 



[OUTPUT] 



39 



EP1 154 578 A2 



FIG. 14 
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FIG.15 PRIOR ART 
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